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• NCDA&CS Pesticides Update

• Pesticide Drift

• Things to consider when using late 
season applications of oxidizers at 
harvest

Topics
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Website
www.ncagr.gov/SPCAP
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Online Exams
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Online Exams
• Available 24/7 on your computer

– No mobile devices, iPads, etc.

• Exam scores available instantly
– Exam score validity will be pending proctor review of the 

exam session

• Fees
– Fees are paid online with credit card
– NCDA&CS exam fees will remain the same

• $50 Core, $20 categories, $10 private applicator, etc.
– Additional $23 service charge per exam
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Requirements
• Good internet connection

– Exam program will check that internet speed is fast enough before the exam 
beings

– Internet speed required: 1 Mbps Upload, 2 Mbps Download

• Webcam and Microphone
– Video and sound is recorded during your exam session and reviewed by a 

proctor

• Private Setting
– 360° scan of the room with your webcam required to show that you are 

alone in the room

• Google Chrome web browser

• Government issued photo ID
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Field Staff
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Field Staff



Paraquat

9

New in 2020
EPA has mandated changes to the label

• Certification/Supervision

• Additional Training

• Supplemental Warning Materials

• Closed System (New in 2021)



Paraquat

10

New in 2020

• Only Certified Applicators can handle & apply

• Cannot spray under someone else’s license

• Handling= mixing, loading, disposing, etc.



Paraquat
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New in 2020

• Required training before Handling or Applying

• Required every Three years

• Must keep a record of training



Paraquat
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New in 2020

• Supplemental Warning Materials (English & Spanish)



Paraquat
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“How to Safely Use and Handle Paraquat-
Containing Pesticides” 

www.usparaquattraining.com

http://www.usparaquattraining.com/


Paraquat
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New in 2021

• Closed system for smaller containers



Drift
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02 NCAC 09L .1404 DRIFT CONTROL
No person shall apply a pesticide(s) under such 
conditions that drift from pesticide(s) particles or vapors 
results in adverse effect.

Drift is pesticide movement away from the application 
site by wind or air currents



Drift is NOT

16

Runoff from a rain event

Intentional application to damage a crop (Vandalism)

Herbicide carryover in the soil

Herbicide damage from contaminated mulch, soil, 
compost, or vegetation



Commonly Use Herbicides
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Soybeans & Cotton (Glyphosate, Paraquat, Dicamba, 
2,4-d, etc.)

Corn (Glyphosate, Paraquat, Dicamba, Atrazine, etc.)

Pastures (Dicamba, 2,4-d, Aminopyralid, etc.)

Right of Way (Glyphosate, Imazapyr, Aminopyralid, etc.)

Forestry (Triclopyr, Glyphosate, Picloram, Imazapyr, etc.)

Home Lawns/Landscapes (Dicamba, 2,4-d, Glyphosate, 
Diquat, etc.)



Neighbors
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Neighbors
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Neighbors
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Neighbors

21



22



23



24

Curling
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Yellowing
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Spotting
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Combination of symptoms



Concerned about neighbors 
spraying?
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• Take pictures and/or videos 

• Document all relevant information (Date, Time, 
Location, Wind speed/direction, Temperature, etc.)

• Contact NCDA&CS’ Pesticide Section
• Initiate an Investigation

• Get your spray records in order



If you contact the NCDA&CS’ 
Pesticide Section
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• We will fully investigate the incident(s)

• We will contact the applicator/neighbor and others in 
the area

• We will look at what you have sprayed

• We will NOT make any ‘on-site’ quick determinations

• You will NOT hear the outcome until the case has 
been closed 



Investigation Process
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Complaint Investigation No Violation Case Closure

ViolationWarning Letter

Board 
Decision

Formal Hearing

Case Closure

Settlement Agreement



What are some other options?
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• Contact the neighbor/applicator
• Discuss the situation
• Work out an agreement

• Contact any involved parties
• Discuss solutions 

• Contact Cooperative Extension Agent/Specialist
• Look at other possible issues

• Contact NCDA&CS’ Pesticide Section
• Ask for a Citizens Inquiry



Citizen’s Inquiry Process
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Inquiry Review/Discuss Document & Closure

Investigation



Possible outcomes from an 
Investigation
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• Document no drift/violation occurred

• Applicator may receive a warning, fine, loss of license, 
etc.

• Settlement agreements may include “will not apply 
certain products near grapes”

• You will NOT receive money from any monetary 
penalty/fine associated with a case approved by the 
Pesticide Board (Civil Court is an option)



Signup to Fieldwatch/Driftwatch
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Oxidizers in the Vineyard
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Oxidizers in the Vineyard
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Only for Sanitizing 
Equipment



Oxidizers in the Vineyard
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• Relatively inexpensive & effective

• Zero Hour REI (only needs to be dry for entry)

• No PHI (including day of harvest)

• OMRI Certified

• Little to no residue



Label
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The Label is the Law
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The Label is the Law
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The Label is the Law
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WPS Applies for the use of an Oxidizer
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WPS for Workers
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• All workers including paid harvesters MUST be trained 
according to WPS Standards
– www.pesticideresources.org

• Spray Records & SDS MUST be kept
– Posted for 30 days and kept for 2 years

• Safety Poster MUST be Displayed
– With nearest medical facility info
– More than 11 employees may require more posters

• Decontamination Supplies MUST be available 
– Soap, Water, & Towels

http://www.pesticideresources.org/


Worker Entry
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjEkOWR75bgAhUMGKwKHe1gDlcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://smilewithfaith.com/2016/12/07/day-7-vineyard-workers/&psig=AOvVaw2gxdMB91WG8r_Pi51bkRQC&ust=1548984410537294


WPS Handler Requirements
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Required PPE
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Eye protection requirements under WPS
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• Eye-flush supplies:

– System capable of delivering gently running water 
at 0.4 gal/min for at least 15 minutes OR 

– At least 6 gallons of water in containers suitable for 
providing a gentle eye-flush for about 15 minutes

• One system per mix/load site (not based on 
number of handlers)

• One pint of water per handler in portable 
containers that are immediately available to 
handler



Additional Handler Requirements
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• 3 Gallons of Water

• EPA Approved Handler Training

• AEZ

• Provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

• Trained in the use of equipment

• Access to and understand the pesticide labels

• Minimum Age (18 years old)



Travis Snodgrass

Pesticide Inspector II

Travis.Snodgrass@ncagr.gov

(919)280-6913
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NC Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services
Structural Pest Control & Pesticides Division
Pesticides Section
http://www.ncagr.gov/SPCAP/

http://www.ncagr.gov/SPCAP/pesticides/RECREDRE.HTM
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