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Article 2 of Chapter 105 of the North 
Carolina General Statutes provides the 
provisions for the Alcoholic Beverage 
License and Excise Taxes.
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The North Carolina ABC Commission oversees the sale of liquor in North Carolina. The ABC Commission has 
three members appointed by the Governor, with one commissioner serving as chairman in a full-time capacity 
and two other members serving on a per diem basis as required. The chairman controls all matters relating to 
the ABC Commission’s responsibilities and personnel functions. The administrator, who is appointed by the ABC 
Commission, works at its direction and oversees day-to-day operations. The ABC Commission meets at least one 
a month. In addition to oversight of local boards, the ABC Commission is responsible for issuing and controlling 
permits for the consumption and sale of beer, wine, and mixed beverages.

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission (ABC)
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The agency provides 
uniform control in the 

State.
The North Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control  
Commission (ABC), an agency under the Department 
of Public Safety, provides uniform control in the 
State. 

A person must contact the North Carolina Alcohol 
Beverage Control Commission(ABC) and apply for the 
necessary permits before distributing alcohol products 
in the State of North Carolina.  



The Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission (ABC), 
continued

The North Carolina Alcoholic Beverage 
Control  Commission (ABC), issues permits 
and maintains a permit database, which 
includes information such as: 
• Permits issued or canceled
• Total issued permits in North Carolina
• Permits that have renewed/registered

The website address to Search for an ABC 
establishment by name, county, permit 
types, date issued, etc. 
https://abc.nc.gov/Permit

https://abc.nc.gov/Permit


What are Alcoholic Beverages? 

North Carolina General 
Statute 18B-101(4) defines 
“Alcoholic Beverages” as 
any beverage containing at 
least one-half of one 
percent (0.5%) alcohol by 
volume, including malt 
beverages, unfortified wine, 
fortified wine, spirituous 
liquor, and mixed 
beverages. 

Term General 
Statute

Definition

Malt 
beverage

18B-101(9) Means beer, lager, malt liquor, ale, porter, and any other brewed or fermented beverage 
except unfortified or fortified wine containing at lease one-half of one percent (0.5%), and 
not more than fifteen percent (15%), alcohol by volume.  Any malt beverage containing 
more than six percent (6%) alcohol by volume shall bear a label clearly indicating the 
alcohol content of the malt beverage.

Unfortified 
wine

18B-101(15) Means any wine of sixteen percent (16%) or less alcohol by volume made by fermentation 
from grapes, fruits, berries, rice, or honey; or by the addition of pure cane, beet, or 
dextrose sugar; or by the addition of pure brandy from the same type of grape, fruit, berry, 
rice, or honey that is contained in the base wine and produced in accordance with the 
regulations of the United States.

Fortified 
wine

Means any wine, of more than sixteen percent (16%) and no more than twenty-four (24%) 
alcohol by volume, made by fermentation from grapes, fruits, berries, rice, or honey; or by 
the addition of pure cane, beet, or dextrose sugar; or by the addition of pure brandy from 
the same type of grape, fruit, berry, rice, or honey that is contained in the base wine and 
produced in accordance with the regulations of the United States.

Spirituous 
liquor 

18B-101(14) Means distilled spirits or ethyl alcohol, including spirits of wine, whiskey, rum, brandy, gin, 
and all other distilled spirits and mixtures of cordials, liqueur, and premixed cocktails, in 
closed containers for beverage use regardless of their dilution.

Mixed 
beverages

18B-101(10) Means either of the following:
a. A drink composed in whole or in part of spirituous liquor and served in a quantity less 

than the quantity contained in a closed package.
b. A premixed cocktail served from a closed package containing only one serving.



Registration 
A person who holds the following must register with the Department for Excise Tax Purposes:

• A wine shipper permit issued (G.S. 18B-1001.1) or 
• One or more of the following ABC permits (Article 11 of Chapter 18B) 

(1) Unfortified winery
(2) Fortified winery
(3) Brewery
(4) Distillery
(5) Wine importer
(6) Wine wholesaler
(7) Malt beverages importer
(8) Malt beverages wholesaler
(9) Nonresident malt beverage vendor
(10)Nonresident wine vendor
(11)Wine Producer

Each person who receives an ABC 
permit shall obtain the 

corresponding local license.  All 
local licenses are issued by the 

city or county where the 
establishment for which the 
license is sought is located.

G.S. 105-113.70(a)

City

County



• Complete Form B-C-785, Alcoholic Beverage Excise 
Tax Registration Form in detail.

• Form B-C-785 is located on the Department’s website 
@ www.ncdor.gov

• Registration can be done in one of the following ways:
• Mail
• Fax
• Visit Service Center (3301 Terminal Drive, Ste 125 

Raleigh, NC, 27604) 

Registration, continued 

http://www.ncdor.gov/


Alcoholic Beverage Tax Bond 

An irrevocable letter of credit may substitute a 
secured bond required by G.S. 105-113.86. The template is available on NCDOR website @ 

www.ncdor.gov for each tax type.

When a permittee registers with the North Carolina 
Department of Revenue, a bond is required at the 
time an alcohol account is registered. 

http://www.ncdor.gov/


Excise Tax Rates

North Carolina General Statute 
105-113.80 imposes an excise tax 
on the products listed in the 
diagram. Beer

• 61.71¢ per gallon malt 
beverages

Wine
• 26.34¢ per liter unfortified wine
• 29.34¢ per liter fortified wine

Liquor
• 30% spirituous liquor
• 30% antique spirituous liquor

Tax Rates



Exemptions

General Statute 105-113.81 lists 
the exemptions for the 
Alcoholic Beverage Tax.  

Major Disaster

Sales to Oceangoing Vessels

Sales to Armed Forces of the 
United States

Out-of-State Sales

Tasting



The wholesaler or importer shall prove to the satisfaction of the 
Department that a major disaster occurred.

Wholesalers and importers of malt beverages and wine are not required to remit excise taxes 
on malt beverages or wine rendered unsalable by a major disaster.

To Qualify

Exemptions: Major Disaster

Malt Beverages

• The destruction
• Spoilage
• Rendering unsalable
• 50 or more cases 

Wine

• The destruction
• Spoilage
• Rendering unsalable
• 25 or more cases

G.S. 105-113.81(a)



TO QUALIFY
The beverages must be delivered to an officer or agent of the vessel for use on that vessel.

Wholesalers and importers of malt beverages and wine are not required to remit excise taxes on 
malt beverages and wine sold and delivered for use on oceangoing vessels. An oceangoing 
vessel is a ship that plies the high seas in interstate or foreign commerce, in the transport of 
freight or passengers, or both, for hire exclusively.  

  

Exemptions: Oceangoing Vessels

•An Officer 
•An Agent of the vessel

Beverages 
delivered for use 

on that vessel

•Officers
•Agents
•Crewmen
•Passengers

Sales of 
Beverages for 
personal use 

Exempt

Not Exempt

G.S. 105-113.81(b)



Wholesalers and importers of malt beverages and wine 
are not required to remit excise taxes on malt beverages 
and wine sold to the United States Armed Forces.  

Exemptions: Sales to Armed Forces of the United 
States

The Department may require malt beverages and wine 
sold to the Armed Forces to be marked “For Military Use 
Only” to facilitate identification of those beverages.

G.S. 105-113.81(c)



Wholesalers and importers of malt 
beverages and wine are not 
required to remit excise taxes on 
malt beverages and wine shipped 
out of this State for resale outside 
the State.

Exemptions: Out of State Sales

Records of out-of-state shipments 
shall be maintained by resident 
wholesaler or importer:

•  Bills of lading
G.S. 105-113.81(d)



Resident breweries, wineries, and distilleries are not 
required to remit excise taxes on malt beverages, wine, 
or spirituous liquor given free of charge to:

• Customers
• Visitors
• Employees 

on the manufacturer’s licensed premises for 
consumption on those premises.

 

Exemptions: Tasting

“Premises”- means all areas, whether inside or 
outside the licensed premises, where the 
permittee has control of the property through a 
lease, deed, or other legal process.
G.S. 18B-101(12a)

G.S. 105-113.81(e)



Tax Form: B-C-710
The B-C-710 is required to be filed by the 15th day 
of the month following the month in which the 
malt beverage is first sold or otherwise disposed of 
in this State.  The return must be filed:

• Monthly
• By those holding any of the following permit 

types issued by the North Carolina Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Commission (ABC)
• Brewery (G.S. 18B-1104)
• Malt Beverages Importer (G.S. 18B-1108)
• Malt Beverages Wholesaler (G.S. 18B-1109)

Note:
A return must be filed even if no tax is due.



Tax Form: B-C-775
The B-C-775 and payment (if applicable) are due on 
or before the 15th day of the month following the 
month in which the spirituous liquor or antique 
spirituous liquor is first sold or otherwise disposed 
of in this State.   The return must be filed by all:

• Local Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Boards
• Distilleries holding a distillery permit issued by 

the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Commission 
under G.S. 18B-1105 that conduct tours and sell 
commemorative bottles.

Note:
A return must be filed even if no tax is due.



Tax Form: B-C-784
The B-C-784 and payment (if applicable) are due on or 
before the 15th day of the month following the month 
in which wine is first sold or otherwise disposed of in 
this State.  The return must be filed by those holding 
any of the following permit types issued by the North 
Carolina Beverage Control (ABC) Commission:

• Unfortified Winery (G.S. 18B-1101)
• Fortified Winery (G.S. 18B 1102)
• Wine Importer (G.S. 18B-1106)
• Wine Wholesaler (G.S. 18B-1107)
• Wine Producer (G.S. 18B-1114.3)

Note:
A return must be filed even if no tax is due.



Tax Form: B-C-788
The B-C-788 is due on or before the 15th day of the 
month following the month in which non-tax-paid 
sales, deliveries, or shipments of unfortified and/or 
fortified wine is made to N.C. wholesalers, importers, 
or bottlers.   The return must be filed by those 
holding the following permit type issued by the North 
Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) 
Commission :

• Nonresident Wine Vendor (N.G. 18B-1114)

Note:
A return must be filed even if no activity occurs.



Tax Form: B-C-786
The B-C-786 and payment (if applicable) are due on 
or before the 15th day of the month following the 
end of the calendar year in which the unfortified 
and/or fortified wine is first sold or otherwise 
disposed of in this State. The return must be filed  
each year by resident and nonresident wineries 
holding the following permit type issued by the 
North Carolina Beverage Control (ABC) Commission:

• Wine Shipper (G.S. 18B-1001.1)

Note:
A return must be filed even if no tax is due.
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